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SUMMARY
IdroLIFE project has implemented conservation actions 
in order to improve the status of target fish and crayfish 
species such as Salmo marmoratus, Cottus gobio, 
Telestes souffia, Chondrostoma soetta, Rutilus pigus 
and Austropotamobius pallipes in Natura 2000 sites of 
Verbano Cusio Ossola province.
Specific project objectives foreseen by the project 
proposal were to:
1.	 Renew a public hatchery located at the CNR-IRSA 

building in Verbania, with the aim to use it within the 
project and in the after LIFE Repopulation activities.

2.	 Repopulate Toce River (SPA IT1140017) with at least 
80,000 individuals of Salmo marmoratus, Sci Val 
Grande IT1140011 with 1,000 individuals of Cottus 
gobio and Telestes souffia and create 4 colonies (500 
individuals in total) of Austropotamobius pallipes.

3.	 Repopulate SPA Lago di Mergozzo and Monte Orfano 
with 5,000 Rutilus pigus and Chondrostoma soetta.

4.	 Improve river connectivity along the Toce River and 
San Bernardino River by building 6 fish passages.

5.	 Control the spread of invasive alien species in project 
sites and reduction of their density of about 60%.

6.	 Develop and adopt a conservation plan at provincial 
scale, modify SPAs 1140017 and IT1140013 into 
SCIs and include Austropotamobius pallipes in SDF of 
SCI IT1140011 Val Grande.

7.	 Raise awareness among at least 3,000 students 
and 1,000 adults with dedicated meetings and 
educational activities.

Main results achieved are the following:
1.	 Renovation of the hatchery located at the CNR-IRSA 

building in Verbania and maximum productivity 
potential of at least 200,000 larvae of Salmo 
marmoratus.

2.	 Repopulation of Toce river with 83000 genetically 
controlled individuals of Salmo marmoratus.

3.	 Repopulation of SCI Val Grande (Rio Val Grande) with 
1014 Telestes souffia and 1000 Cottus gobio.

4.	 Repopulation of SPAs Lago di Mergozzo and Monte 
Orfano with 6100 Rutilus pigus and Chondrostoma 
soetta.

5.	 Defragmentation of 60 km of River Toce by the 
building of 4 fish passages and of 8 km of River San 
Bernardino from Lake Maggiore to the SCI Val Grande 
by building 1 fish passage.

6.	 Involvement of 2,610 school children and almost 
2,000 adults in educational activities and raising 
awareness campaigns.

7.	 Institution of two pSCIs.

The aim of the Post LIFE Action Plan is to improve the 
effectiveness of the conservation and management 
activities of LIFE15 NAT/IT/000823 IdroLIFE Project and 
to strengthen the project results by guaranteeing their 
effectiveness on medium and long term. Based on swot 
analyses, the following activities are planned in order to 
strengthen the project results in the period 2022-2027 
within the project area:
1.	 Supportive breeding of target fish and crayfish 

species and monitoring of the effectiveness of 
restocking activities. 

2.	 Monitoring the effectiveness of fish passages and 
their maintenance. 

3.	 Control alien fish and crayfish species in project sites.
4.	 Improve the governance tools in the framework 

of European and national policies for biodiversity 
conservation and Natura 2000 network enlargement.

5.	 Dissemination of the project results, promotion of 
Natura 2000 network and of the LIFE Programme. 

IRSA-CNR will implement supportive breeding activities of 
target fish species in collaboration with the local fishing 
associations and the monitoring of fish passages by 
passive telemetry.
PNVG will be responsible of the restocking of crayfish 
and the dissemination, GRAIA srl will implement the 
monitoring of fish passages and the dissemination of 
project results. 
PROVCO will include the Conservation plan into the 
Provincial fishing guidelines in respect with the national 
and regional legislation, will take care of the maintenance 
of fish passages and will update the Coordinating 
Beneficiary in regard to the process of final institution of 
the SCI Fiume Toce and Lago di Mergozzo.
Each partner will include the LIFE Logo, IdroLIFE Logo and 
Natura 2000 Logo in their websites and communication 
if inherent to fish, crayfish and biodiversity in general. 
Finally, IRSA-CNR will be responsible to maintain the 
communication with the Contracting Authority and among 
the partners.

PROJECT DATA

Start date: 15-11-2016
End date: 14-03-2022
Coordinating beneficiary: 
CNR – Water Research Institute (CNR-IRSA)
Associated beneficiaries:
Provincia del Verbano-Cusio-Ossola (PROVCO)
Ente Parco Nazionale della Val Grande (PNGV)
G.R.A.I.A. srl - Gestione e Ricerca Ambientale Ittica 
Acque (GRAIA)”
Target Species:
Salmo marmoratus
Cottus gobio
Telestes souffia
Austropotamobius pallipes
Chondrostoma soetta
Rutilus pigus
Natura 2000 sites:
SPA (pSCI) IT1140017 “Toce River” 
SCI IT1140006 “Greto torrente Toce between 
Domodossola and Villadossola”
SCI IT1140001 “Fondo Toce”
SPA (pSCI) IT1140013 “Lago di Mergozzo and Monte 
Orfano”.
SCI IT1140011 “Val Grande”
Total budget (Euro): 2,076,462
Eu Contribution (Euro): 1,226,862
Partner Contribution (Euro): 294,000
Co-financier contribution (Euro): 555,600

Contact person: Dr. Pietro Volta, CNR-IRSA
Email: pietro.volta@cnr.it
Project website: www.idrolife.eu
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INTRODUCTION
LIFE15 NAT/IT/000823 has been 
implemented in the Province 
of Verbano Cusio Ossola 
(Piedmont, Italy) to improve the 
conservation status of five fish 
(Salmo marmoratus, Cottus gobio, 
Telestes souffia, Rutilus pigus and 
Chondrostoma soetta) and one 
crayfish (Austropotamobius pallipes) 
species listed in the Habitat Directive 
(92/43/EC)
Five protected areas belonging to the 
Natura 2000 Network were involved 
in the project implementation:

•	 SCI IT1140011 “Val Grande” 
which is included in the Val 
Grande National Park. It is 
mainly a hilly and wild area, 
crossed by creeks and rivers. The 
habitats of Community interest 
are ten. Among the mammals 
of Community interest, the 
dormouse is present, while 
among  bats 16 species have 
been detected. Lynx and wolf 
have an irregular presence in the province. 
Numerous and of particular interest are birds 
such as the golden eagle, peregrine falcon and 
eagle owl which are sedentary and nest inside 
or in the immediate vicinity of the park, the 
honey buzzard, black kite and toed species 
are migratory and can be observed only in 
spring and summer during their reproductive 
period. Moreover, others such as the red kite, 
hen harrier, marsh harrier and osprey, use the 
territory as migration route or as a place for 
wintering. A few fish species are present in SCI 
Val Grande: Cottus gobio, Telestes souffia and 
Salmo trutta (stocked for fishing purposes until 
the 1980s). Fish stocking is now forbidden in 
the Park whilst fishing activities are admitted 
in some but not all rivers. 

•	 pSCI IT1140017 “Toce River” and SCI 
IT1140006 “Greto torrente Toce between 
Domodossola and Villadossola”, SCI 
IT1140001 “Fondo Toce”, are the main core 
of the River Toce valley. The area of interest is 
mostly natural with some flat areas of limited 

extension destined to the cultivation of cereals, 
especially close to the river mouth. Along the 
river channel there are some industrial plants. 
Flood plains are generally well vegetated with 
typical peri-fluvial vegetation characterized 
by white willow, poplar, alder and ash. The 
SPA “River Toce” and the area SIC “Greto 
Torrente Toce between Domodossola and 
Villadossola”, consists of a bed of pebbles 
with sand islands and riparian woodland 
and shrubland, presence of thermophilic 
environments. Among the approximately 
340 species of flora, a few are reported as of 
high conservation value. The herpetofauna 
has 9 species, 2 amphibians and 4 reptiles of 
Community interest. The waters of the Toce 
host a significant fish population, including 

project 
area

VCO
province

Parco Nazionale 
Val Grande
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some species listed in Annexes ofthe Habitat 
Directive: Lethenteron zanandreai, Barbus 
caninus, Barbus plebejus, Telestes souffia, Salmo 
marmoratus, Cottus gobio.

•	 SPA IT1140013 “Lago di Mergozzo and Monte 
Orfano”. This protected area includes the lake 
of Mergozzo, a small and deep lake. It is 2,5 
km long and 1 km large with a total area of 
about 1.8 km2. The maximum depth is 74 m. 
The catchment includes many small tributaries 
such as the rivers Bracchio, Fighera, Nibbio, 
Bettola and Albo. The lake is oligotrophic/
ultraoligotrophic and has high transparency 
during the whole year. The water quality is 
very good. Lake Mergozzo is included among 

the reference lake used for the implementation 
of the Water Framework Directive 2000/60/
EC at Italian and alpine level. This site is of 
extreme importance for native biodiversity. 
The fish fauna was historically characterized 
by the presence of Rutilus pigus, Chondrostoma 
soetta, Cottus gobio, Alosa agone and Salmo 
marmoratus. Among the main existing 
threats, the presence of alien species such 
as black bullhead Ameiurus melas and  ruffe 
Gymnocephalus cernuus, is one of the most 
significant together with the human pressure 
along the shoreline. Lake Mergozzo is 
connected through a canal to the SCI “Fondo 
Toce” and Lake Maggiore.
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SHORT REVIEW ON IMPLEMENTED CONSERVATION 
ACTIONS WITHIN IDROLIFE

C1 – Renovation of a public hatchery 
dedicated to project actions and 
conservation activities in Verbano Cusio 
Ossola

Supportive breeding of target species is a key 
point of the IdroLIFE Project, which required an 
appropriate and dedicated hatchery.
IdroLIFE enabled to renew and enlarge an old 
hatchery located at the headquarter of the Water 
Research Institute in Verbania.
The hatchery is made up of several outdoor 
and indoor structures, distributed in different 
locations at the IRSA-CNR building. The main 
outdoor infrastructure is composed of 2 large 
concrete pools (12m*8m*2m) filled by lake water 
(8-16°C) enabling the rearing of adults of Salmo 
marmoratus, Chondrostoma soetta and Rutilus 

pigus and 2 connected additional tanks (6m x 2m 
x 1m) used for rearing subadult fish of the same 
species. 
An indoor hatchery was built ex novo, being 
used for maintaining eggs and larvae of Salmo 
marmoratus. One new aquaculture recirculation 
system was bought in the project to be used for 
the pilot activities of rearing Rutilus pigus and 
Chondrostoma soetta.
This multifunctional hatchery infrastructure 
enabled to carry on the activities needed for the 
supportive breeding of the target fish species in the 
Toce River and Lake Mergozzo.
An agreement among PROVCO, PNVG and 
CNR-IRSA will permit the use of this structure 
for repopulation activities of protected fish species 
during the AFTER LIFE period and for the whole 
Province of Verbano Cusio Ossola.

The hatchery at the IRSA-CNR headquarter 
in Verbania (VB - Italy).
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C2 – Repopulation of Salmo marmoratus, 
Cottus gobio, Telestes souffia and 
Austropotamobius pallipes in Verbano 
Cusio Ossola Natura 2000 Sites

Marble trout Salmo marmoratus is the only 
native trout in the project area. Documented 
threats are loss of native genomes by introgressive 
hybridization and/or competition with stocked 
alien domesticated brown trouts Salmo trutta and 
Salmo ghigii, loss of habitats and spawning grounds 
as well as interruption of migration routes due to 
the presence of dams and weirs and fishing harvest.
IdroLIFE enabled to select genetically suitable 
spawners of marble trout that were used to 
produce a stock of breeders to be used for 
repopulation in the Toce river system and a reserve 
of fish, to be kept at the CNR-IRSA hatchery as 
future broodstock to enhance the conservation 
of this species in the Province of Verbano Cusio 
Ossola. 
In total 220,000 marble trout eggs were produced 
and 83,000 genetically suitable fish have been 
stocked in the river Toce system with an increase 
of 100% by number of marble trout in the project 
sites monitored.

In total,  654 fish (juveniles, subadults, 
adults) are housed at the CNR-

IRSA hatchery for future 

supportive breeding programs in the project area.
River dace Telestes souffia and bullhead Cottus 
gobio have been subjected to restocking activities 
in SCI Val Grande. Individuals of both fish species 
were translocated from adjacent rivers. In total 
1,000 individuals of Cottus gobio and 1014 of 
Cottus gobio have been stocked in Rio Val Grande. 
In all, the presence of both species increased of 
about 1,500% in the project site.
The crayfish Austropotamobius pallipes is a native 
freshwater crayfish in Italy. Its populations are 
fragmented and endangered by multiple threats 
such as water pollution, drought and poaching 
in some cases. Based on previous information, 
the native crayfish was present in the SCI Val 
Grande with a few specimens, as a result of years of 
poaching before the Park establishment. 
After a dedicated monitoring campaign in the 
framework of the project preparatory actions, 
IdroLIFE aimed to improve the status of its 
population by creating new colonies. 508 
individuals of crayfish were translocated in 
4 different areas of the SCI Val Grande and 
monitored. Mortality of the translocated crayfish 
was high due to one of the highest flood recorded 
in the area in the last decades, but some individuals 
remained and the density increased of about 500%. 
Further restocking activities are included in the 
After LIFE Plan.

On the left: Austropotamobius pallipes, an adult 
specimen and (in the smaller circle) offspring.
In the picture below: Acquatic ecosystem vocational to 
Crayfish in VCO.
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C3 – Artificial reproduction and breeding 
of Rutilus pigus and Chondrostoma soetta 
and repopulation in SPA IT1140013 Lago di 
Mergozzo and Monte Orfano

Savetta Chondrostoma soetta and Pigo Rutilus 
pigus are two endemic cyprinids of the Po Rive 
Basin. Their presence in the Verbano Cusio Ossola 
Province is quite scarce and limited to Lake 
Maggiore, Lake Mergozzo and lower Toce River.
IdroLIFE improved the conservation status of 
both fish species in Lago Mergozzo (SPA Lago 
di Mergozzo and Monte Orfano) by restocking 
juveniles fish reared in the CNR-IRSA hatchery. 
Suitable sites of repopulation were found along 
the Lake Mergozzo shoreline and in the canal 
connecting the lake Mergozzo to Lake Maggiore.

6,100 individuals have been restocked during the 
project implementation. Monitoring activities 
carried out by the volunteer anglers of the local 
fishing association and CNR-IRSA personnel 
revealed the presence of the stocked fish three 
years after the first introduction both in the lake 
and in the canal. In all, the abundance of the two 
species increased of about 1,600% in the project 
sites.
Additionally, 500 and 300 Rutilus pigus and 
Chodrostoma soetta adults and subadults are still 
housed  in the CNR-IRSA hatchery for further 
restocking activities in the project sites during the 
After LIFE period.

On the right: Rutilus pigus eggs incubation and (in the 
smaller circle) marking of a specimen with PITtag.

In the picture below: adult od Rutilus pigus and
adult of Chondrostoma soetta.
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C4 – Implementation of interventions of 
longitudinal connectivity restoration

As most of the fish species, the target species 
migrate in search of the best conditions for each 
stage of their life cycle, under motivations of both 
trophic (search for food) or reproductive character 
(search for suitable sites for egg deposition and 
fry development). These movements can cover a 
different period of time (daily, seasonal, annual 
..) and fulfilled within the same stream or involve 
larger watersheds.
Barriers for the water withdrawal and weirs used to 
limit the current speed, then, are often impassable 
obstacles for fish searching reproductive sites or 
feeding areas. This can seriously affect the life 
cycle of fish species, such as forcing spawning in 
not suitable reaches, thus reducing the success 
of natural reproduction. The obstacle can also 
determine the densification of fish below it, with 
an increase in mortality due in part to stress and 
in part to the increased exposure to predators and 
poachers. The interruption of the river continuity 
can cause also a reduction, often drastic, of the 
species distribution area and a fragmentation in 
sub-populations reproductively isolated. 
The inevitable inbreeding and the lack of gene flow 

between the sub-populations finally determine 
a loss of genetic variation such as to prevent the 
natural evolution which ensures the survival of a 
population.
Given the importance of river continuity, the 
Action C.4 has concretely restored the longitudinal 
connectivity of the Toce River in a reach of 
about 45 Km long, upstream of Lake Maggiore: 
impassable barriers have been mitigated at 4 sites:
1. Weir on Toce River at Migiandone Bridge, where 
a rock ramp fish pass has been realized;
2. Diversion weir on Toce River in Prata, where a 
not functional already existing fish pass has been 
adapted as a functional pool pass;
3. Weir on Toce River at “Sei arcate” Bridge, where 
a rock ramp fish pass has been realized;
4. Diversion dam of Lake Tana (ENEL), where a 
new pool pass has been realized.
San Bernardino Stream has been defragmented 
also in its first 8.5 km from Lake Maggiore, making 
functional a pre-existing rock ramp (5).
Along Toce River automatic systems of fish 
monitoring have been installed, including a 
continuous video-monitoring device ant Lake 
Tana Dam and antennas for the detection of fishes 
marked with PITtags, at Lake Tana and Prata 
dams.

1.

2.3.

4.

5.

1. Rock ramp at 
Migiandone Bridge
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C5 – Control of invasive alien species in 
project sites 

Invasive alien species are among the most 
significant threats to aquatic biodiversity. 
IdroLIFE project area is inhabited by many 
alien species introduced by man during the past 
decades. Their presence reduce the effectiveness of 
any conservation action.
Therefore, the aim of this project action was to 
reduce the abundance of invasive species in the 
project sites in order to reduce their impacts on 
biodiversity.
European catfish Silurus glanis, black bullhead 
Ameiurus melas, pumpkinseed Lepomis gibbosus, 
roach Rutilus rutilus, ruffe Gymnocephalus cernua, 
crucian carp Carassius spp., brown trout Salmo 
trutta, rainbow trout Oncorhynchus mykiss and 
the non-native crayfish Procambarus clarkii and 
Faxonius limosus were the main target of site-
specific capturing campaigns by multiple gears.
730 kg of alien fish species were removed during 
the project. Abundance decreased for the 
European catfish (-99%), black bullhead (- 70%), 
pumpkinseed (-60%), ruffe (-50%), brown trout 
(-32%) and rainbow trout (-50%).

Additional alien fish species, such as Rhodeus 
amarus, Sander lucioperca, Misgurnus 
anguillicaudatus, Micropterus salmoides, not 
previously considered, were also removed from the 
project sites.

C6 – Development and adoption of a 
conservation Plan at provincial scale

Governance and policies tools were implemented 
during the project.
First of all, the procedures for instituting two new 
SCIs (SCI River Toce and SCI Lago di Mergozzo) 
were started and concluded at Provincial scale. 
They involved all the municipalities along the 
Toce River and Lake Mergozzo which all voted 
positively to institute the two new SCIs.
Austropotamobius pallipes was officially added to 
the SDF of the SCI Val Grande, becoming therefore 
a new protected species in this area.
The conservation plan was limited to marble trout 
but has not yet been approved and has 
not entered into force.

Silurus glanis

Procambarus clarkii Carassius spp.
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SWOT ANALYSIS AT THE END OF THE PROJECT

Main Strengths Main weaknesses

Defragmentation of Toce River and San Bernardino River 
enabling fish movements upstream.
Formation of genetically certified stock of Salmo 
marmoratus to be used for conservation activities.
Formation of broodstock of Rutilus pigus and 
Chondrostoma soetta to be used for further conservation 
activities.
Site specific information on the conservation status of a 
Salmo marmoratus population.
Selection of suitable methods to capture invasive alien  
fish species in slow flowing waters.
Involvement of school children and adult in raising 
awareness and environmental education activities.

No full adoption of a Conservation plan during the project.

No robust links among conservation and fishing 
management, still.

Opportunities Risks and Threats

Improvement of the Conservation plan for Salmo 
marmoratus in the light of the EU and National legislation, 
and published scientific evidences.
Increase the potential of public hatcheries managed 
by anglers association to improve the genetic quality of 
Salmo marmoratus stocks.

Increased frequencies of extreme events like droughts 
and floods due to climate change.
Maintenance of the restocking activities with alien brown 
trouts for fishing purposes in the basin, against the 
present national legislation and precautionary principle. 
Increased number of fish-eating birds number in the 
protected areas threatening the positive effect of 
repopulation activities.
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AFTER LIFE 

ACTION PLAN
2022-2027
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ACTIONS

A.1  - Supportive breeding of target 
fish and crayfish species and 

monitoring of the effectiveness of 
restocking activities  

Objectives
The aim of this action is the continuation of 
the restocking activities of Salmo marmoratus 
in Toce River (pSCI River Toce), of Salmo 
marmoratus, Cottus gobio and Telestes souffia 
in T. San Bernardino (SCI Val Grande) and of 
Rutilus pigus and Chondrostoma soetta in Lago di 
Mergozzo (pSCI Lago di Mergozzo) and crayfish 
Austropotamobius pallipes in SCI Val Grande.

What, how and who
It is foreseen to stock at least 60,000 Salmo 
marmoratus in Toce River by using eggs and 
juveniles sourced both from the broodstock 
housed at the CNR-IRSA hatchery and from wild 
specimens. According to the protocol followed in 
the IdroLIFE project, wild fish will be genetically 
analysed before artificial reproduction in order 
to select the closest to the following genetic 
characteristics: MA aplotype, LDH nuclear 
marker 100/100 and, at least, an average of 90% 
of assignment to the group marmoratus taking 
into account XX microsatellites loci. Fecundated 
eggs will be released in the river mainly via 
the cocooning technique and Vibert boxes. 
Additionally, subadults (10-15 cm) will be also 
released. In addition, the agreement with the local 
fishing associations will produce results from the 
third year of the After LIFE period. In fact, marble 
trout produced in the last year of IdroLIFE are 
reared in the hatcheries and they will be mature 

starting from winter 2024.
Marble trout will be also restocked in SCI VAL 
GRANDE, in those small creeks (Rio Pianezzoli, 
Rio Pogallino) were genetic analyses performed 
in 2015 found trout specimens holding the MA 
aplotype. At least 1,500 individuals born at the 
CNR-IRSA hatchery will be restocked from spring 
2024.
At least 500 individuals of Cottus gobio and 
Telestes souffia will be stocked in SCI Val Grande 
by translocating individuals from adjacent rivers. 
According to the previous experience of IdroLIFE, 
fish will be PIT- tagged in order to monitor the 
success of repopulation activities.
At least 800 Rutilus pigus and Chondrostoma soetta 
will be released into the channel that connects 
Lago Maggiore with Lake Mergozzo. Individuals 
will be subadults and adults still housed at the 
hatchery at IRSA-CNR or translocated from the 
River Ticino. Additionally, an activity of artificial 
reproduction will be attempted on a small scale 
using mature spawners available at the CNR-IRSA 
hatchery.
PNVG will take care of the restocking activities 
of crayfish through internal funds (national funds 
for biodiversity). Restocking will be carried on 
in three localities along the “Rio il Fiume”, “Rio 
Velina”, and “Rio Valgrande”, in order to reinforce 
and strengthen the small colonies already present 
and created within the IdroLIFE project. At least 
100 crayfish will be restocked and their presence 
will be monitored once a year after restocking.
Monitoring of the restocking activities will be 
carried out by CNR-IRSA and PNVG for fish and 
crayfish respectively. A final report of restocking 
activities will be produced.
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A.2 - Monitoring the effectiveness 
of fish passages and their 

maintenance

Objectives
The action aims at continuing to assess 
the effectiveness of fish passages and their 
maintenance.

What, how and who
CNR IRSA will continue to download and analyse 
data registered by the pit tag antennas mounted 
in the Prata (Toce 02) and Lake Tana (Toce 05) 
fish passages on Toce river. A final report will be 
produced and made public on the Project website.
GRAIA srl will take care of the maintenance of the 

subscription for radio data transmission from the 
Lake Tana fish pass; of the routine maintenance 
of the video monitoring system at Lake Tana fish 
pass; of the viewing of the recorded videos at the 
Lake Tana fish pass in the periods of maximum 
movement of the fish, for the annual duration of 4 
weeks h24, chosen according to  previous data, the 
hydrological and climatic trends, and the number 
and size of the recorded files; finally will take care 
to the preparation of a report at the end of the 
after-LIFE period.
PROVCO will take care of the regular maintenance 
of the fish passages Toce 01 (Migiandone 
bridge), Toce 03 (Ponte delle “sei arcate”), Toce 
05 (Lago Tana) and San Bernardino 01 as well 
as will monitor the regular maintenance of the 
Fish passages Toce 02 (Prata dam) by the owner 
(Hydrochem).

Video monitoring Chamber at Lake 
Tana Dam fish pass
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A.3 - Governance, biodiversity policies 
and Natura 2000 network

Objectives
Final approval, adoption and application of the 
conservation plan at Provincial scale in particular 
for marble trout Salmo marmoratus conservation 
and crayfish protection in the light of national and 
European legislation.
Follow up of the process of Institution of SCI Toce 
River and SCI Lago di Mergozzo.

What, how and who 
The preliminary Conservation Plan of PROVCO 
already discussed with anglers’ associations, will be 
definitely approved by the “Consiglio Provinciale” 
of PROVCO and included in the fishing guidelines 
of the PROVCO. 
PROVCO will be responsible to maintain the 
contacts with Regione Piemonte in order to follow 
the process of the institution of SCI Fiume Toce 
and SCI Lago di Mergozzo.
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A.4 – Dissemination

Objectives
Disseminate the project results in the framework 
of the institutional activities of each beneficiary 
and inclusion of LIFE logo in any related 
communication. Promote the Natura 2000 network 
and LIFE Programme.

What, how and who 
All project beneficiaries will include the reference 
to IdroLIFE Project and Project logo in any related 
communication.
CNR-IRSA will include the reference to IdroLIFE 

Project in any scientific publication related to fish 
produced during the period 2022-2027.
PNVG will organize in 2023 an awareness event 
on native and alien crayfish, together with CNR-
IRSA addressed to a wide public. From 2024 the 
Acquamondo Center of Environmental Education 
of PNVG will be reopened after its renovation 
and the building will be used for the activities 
of environmental education. In this context the 
IdroLIFE logo and Natura 2000 Logo will be 
shown during the events.
PNVG will take care to the publication of at least 
500 copies of the volume on fish and crayfish of 
Verbano Cusio Ossola, already produced during 
the IdroLIFE project.

BUDGET AND PERSONNEL INVOLVED
Activities will be carried on mainly by permanent 
personnel of each beneficiary and, in case of 
PNVG also by volunteers (“civil service”) whilst 
in case of CNR-IRSA by master students and 
temporary personnel recruited on other internal 
projects.
PNVG will use also cash from its budget to print 
the copies of the publication on fish and for the 
recruitment of a Pro for the restocking of the 
crayfish and its monitoring. 
CNR-IRSA with its own budget will buy pit tags 
for tagging of Cottus gobio and Telestes souffia 
and will execute genetic analyses in its own 
laboratory. Own funds will be also used in case of 
maintenance of the Pit Tag antenna located at the 
Lago Tana and Prata Dams.

PARTNER BUDGET

CNR-IRSA 50,000 Euro

PNVG 15,000 Euro

PROVCO 5,000 Euro

GRAIA 14,000 Euro

TOTAL 84,000 Euro

Budget allocated by each 
partner for the implementation 
of the After LIFE Plan
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For further information:

dott. Pietro Volta - Project Manager
CNR-IRSA Pallanza (VB)

tel 0323 518300
e-mail: info@idrolife.eu

http://idrolife.eu

Follow us: 

IdroLIFE Project

Acronim: IdroLIFE	 Codice: LIFE15 NAT/IT/000823

Title: “Conservation and management of freshwater fauna of EU 
interest within the ecological corridors of Verbano-Cusio-Ossola” 

EU Financing instrument: EU LIFE Programme

Project period: 15th November 2016 - 14th March 2022

Beneficiaries: 
CNR-IRSA - Verbania Pallanza (VCO), coordinating beneficiary 
(http://www.ise.cnr.it/it/);
Provincia del VCO (http://www.provincia.verbano-cusio-ossola.
it/);
Parco Nazionale Val Grande (http://www.parcovalgrande.it/);
G.R.A.I.A. srl - Gestione e Ricerca Ambientale Ittica Acque, 
Varano Borghi -VA (www.graia.eu)

Co-financers: FONDAZIONE CARIPLO and the following 
hydroelectric companies: ENEL GREEN POWER S.P.A., 
IDROENERGY S.R.L, Alcotec srl, Antoliva srl, DBuilding srl, 
E.C.A. spa, Edelweiss Facciola  &C. snc, Energie spa, Frua Cav. 
Mario spa, Calderoni e soci srl, Giove srl, Gridone Idroelettrica, 
Hydrabogna srl, Hydrochem Italia srl, Idroelettrica Revil srl, 
Idroelettriche Riunite spa (siglabile I.R. spa) – unipersonale, 
Imboden Srl, Impresa Produzione Elettrica di Pesenti Francesco 
e C. Snc, Isopower Srl, Kramec Idroelettrica srl, Leonardo 
Servizi Energia srl, Luisin Srl, Manifatture Lavazza snc, Officine 
Lorenzina srl, Pesenti Energia Bognanco srl, San Bernardo srl, 
Società elettrica Vigezzina srl, VB Power srl.


